
What are the thresholds 
Find the threshold amounts for Medicare Safety Nets.  

Medicare Safety Nets have thresholds. When you spend certain amounts in gap and out of 
pocket costs, you’ll reach the thresholds. Once you’ve reached the thresholds, you’ll start 
getting higher Medicare benefits. This means you’ll get more money back from us for certain 
Medicare services. 

Only verified costs count towards the threshold. Verified costs are when you pay your 
doctor’s fee before you claim from us. If you have unverified costs, you’ll need to pay them 
before they will count towards your threshold. Unverified costs are when you don’t pay your 
doctor’s fee before you claim from us. Read more about the difference between verified and 
unverified costs. 

The threshold amounts are set each year from 1 January. 

2022 Medicare Safety Nets thresholds 

Thresholds Threshold 
amount Who it’s for 

What counts 
towards the 
threshold 

What benefit 
you’ll get back 

Original Medicare 
Safety Net (OMSN) $495.60 Everyone in 

Medicare 

Your gap 
amount for the 
calendar year. 

100% of the 
schedule fee for 
out of hospital 
services. 

Extended Medicare 
Safety Net (EMSN)- 
General 

$2,249.80 Everyone in 
Medicare 

Your out of 
pocket amount 
for the calendar 
year. 

80% of out of 
pocket costs or the 
EMSN benefit 
caps for out of 
hospital services. 

Extended Medicare 
Safety Net (EMSN) - 
Concessional and 
Family Tax Benefit 
Part A 

$717.90 

Concession 
cardholders and 
families eligible for 
Family Tax Benefit 
Part A 

Your out of 
pocket amount 
for the calendar 
year. 

80% of out of 
pocket costs or the 
EMSN benefits 
caps for out of 
hospital services. 

 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/topics/verified-and-unverified-costs/51234
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